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Ladies and gentlemen, esteemed Boilermaker entrepreneurs, alumni, and friends …

As the President of Purdue University, it is both an honor and a privilege to stand before you

today as we welcome you to the inaugural Entrepreneurial Alumni Reunion.

Today, we are not just celebrating a reunion; we are celebrating a vision that has been at the heart

of Purdue's mission for generations. This vision encompasses the transformation of ideas into

reality, the conversion of innovations into thriving businesses, and the creation of a lasting

impact on our society. As we come together, we recognize and celebrate the accomplishments of

you — our esteemed alumni in the entrepreneurial world.

Entrepreneurship is more than just a buzzword; it’s a way of life for many of you in this room.

It’s the passion that drives you, the dreams that keep you awake at night, and the determination

that leads you to overcome obstacles and turn challenges into opportunities. You are the

embodiment of what it means to be a Boilermaker — individuals who never shy away from

tackling the most complex problems, who thrive on innovation and creativity, and who lead with

integrity.

Our university has always been at the forefront of innovation and entrepreneurship. From our

pioneering founders who believed in the power of education to transform lives, to our

world-class faculty and students who continue to push the boundaries of knowledge, Purdue has

been a hotbed of innovation. It's a place where groundbreaking ideas take root, where startups

are born, and where the entrepreneurial spirit is not just encouraged but celebrated.
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This reunion is not only an opportunity for you to reconnect with old friends and reminisce about

your time here on campus, but also a platform for you to explore how Purdue can continue to

support your entrepreneurial endeavors. We are committed to being your partner in this journey,

providing resources, mentorship, and a vibrant ecosystem where your ideas can flourish.

As we look ahead, this annual alumni reunion will continue to evolve, with each year bringing a

new theme and new opportunities for our alumni to connect, collaborate, and inspire. I encourage

you to embrace this entrepreneurial culture, share your stories, and engage with one another.

Together, we can create a legacy of innovation and impact that will resonate through the

generations to come.

Once again, I want to express my gratitude to each and every one of you for being here today.

Your presence is a testament to the enduring Boilermaker spirit, and I have no doubt that the

ideas and connections formed during this reunion will drive us toward a brighter future.

So, let’s celebrate, let’s connect, and let’s inspire one another to continue reaching new heights.

And now, I’m excited to introduce our next speaker, someone who embodies the innovative spirit

of Purdue and has made a remarkable impact in the field of entrepreneurship, John Doe.
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